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•  Do you have planning approval and a grid offer for a 
wind turbine?

•  Do you have planning approval or a wind turbine 
planning application currently in the planning system?

•  Do you have a site that may be suitable for a wind 
turbine? [close to 3 phase NIE lines, over 200m away from 
neighbours and most importantly…windy?]

•  Are you interested in leasing a small area of land to Wind 
NI on which to develop a wind turbine project in return 
for a quarterly rental payment?

 

If the answer to any of these questions 
is yes then please contact us as soon 
as possible to discuss the possibility 
of Wind NI developing a wind turbine 
project on your land.

Are you developing
a wind turbine
project?

Telephone: 0845 475 1001
Email: info@windni.com

www.windni.com
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The Power of one...

I would like to welcome you to the 
second issue of our newsletter, which 
communicates news and information 
in addition to our website; 
www.windni.com. 

It is our intention to keep you 
fully informed of both our current 
development portfolio and any 
relevant news that has an impact on 
the wind sector in Northern Ireland. 

We have just begun construction work 
on our 13th project. One of our key objectives when we founded Wind NI 
was the creation of new jobs in the local economy. We are therefore
extremely pleased that the rapid pace of our portfolio build out has led
to the creation of several additional employment posts in both
our office based team and the construction teams required for turbine
installation. We expect this trend to continue over the coming years.

2013 is proving to be our most successful year to date. Since 
its inception in June 2007, Wind NI has grown into one of the 
largest wind power development companies in Northern 
Ireland.  We currently have an active portfolio of over 60 
individual projects in various stages of development and 
operation with more under consideration. 

We specialise in the medium wind industry (150kW to 
250kW) and have recently achieved our 50th planning 
approved project, a target which has been reached 6 
months ahead of schedule. 

Our seventh turbine was commissioned in November and 
the next six are on course to be installed over the coming 
months. The roll out of our entire portfolio of single turbine 
projects will then ramp up over the next two years.

Hello

From strength to strength; 
Our current status...

Colm McClean | Director



Development 
opportunities with Wind NI
In recent months we have had an increasing 
number of queries from landowners with either 
planning approvals or turbine applications in the 
planning system who have decided that they are 
unable to continue with the project themselves 
and are interested in the possibility of Wind NI 
taking on their site. 

Developing a single wind turbine project is an 
extremely capital intensive process. Planning costs 
alone have increased significantly over recent 
years. Environmental Health has become much 
more stringent with regard to their requirements 
for noise and shadow flicker assessments - both of 
which usually cost more than the actual planning 
application itself and further cost can be expected 
if NIEA ask for bird or bat surveys.

If planning approval is gained it is then possible 
to apply for a grid connection. The NIE fee that is 
required for a 250kw grid connection application 
is currently £6513.60.

Therefore large amounts of capital are needed 
throughout the process in order to get to the 
stage of receiving a grid offer from NIE. If the grid 
offer is economically unfeasible then the project 
ends and all money that has been poured into the 
project is lost.

It is for these reasons that many landowners 
would prefer to let a professional and experienced 
development company take all the ‘risks’ 
associated with developing a wind turbine project 
on their site at zero expense to themselves.

We welcome the chance to speak to any 
landowner in this position with a view to actually 
making their project a reality.

Wind NI spent its early years conducting extensive research 
into the planning system and undergoing intensive 
training in advanced wind turbine siting and wind turbine 
technology. We then began developing our own portfolio 
of projects. From all projects that have been submitted 
to the Planning Department to date, we have achieved 
50 Approvals and not one refusal. This unparalleled 100% 
success rate was achieved due to many different reasons - the 
most important being responsible turbine siting and keeping 
all planning work in-house.

We rigorously analyse all site specific topographic and 
turbulence factors prior to submitting any application to 
planning – this ensures that all turbines are located in areas 
that will produce the maximum yield. Wind NI firmly believes 

that site quality is of the utmost importance for any wind 
turbine project to succeed.

We are extremely mindful of ensuring that all turbine projects 
we are involved in will not have any significant detrimental 
effects on neighbouring properties or existing wildlife in 
the area. For each project we submit all noise, visual and 
environmental studies that are required by the Planning 
Service to recommend approval.

We therefore only take on projects that we believe can 
achieve planning approval, that we are confident will be 
financially successful and that we are sure will have no 
significant negative effects on local amenity.

Gaining planning 



NIE Grid Connection
Unfortunately it is now proving extremely difficult to 
achieve economically viable grid offers in the majority of 
areas across Northern Ireland. 

This has meant that, with the exception of wind speed, 
a reasonable grid offer from NIE has now become the 
most important aspect of any turbine project. A planning 
approved wind turbine site is redundant unless it is 
accompanied with a viable grid offer.

During detailed discussions with NIE it has become 
apparent that available generational capacity on the 
majority of 11kv grid lines throughout Northern Ireland is 
scarce. Indeed NIE now recommend that anyone who has 
started, or is considering starting, a wind turbine project to 
consult their website (www.nie.co.uk) in order to view the 
many ‘hot-spot areas’ around the province that are now 
unsuitable for wind turbine grid connection. 

Gaining a wind turbine planning
approval is expensive but the grid
connection application process can 
be even more expensive.

Securing Funding
Having spoken to hundreds of landowners and several other 
development companies over the last few years, we are very 
conscious of how difficult it can be to acquire project finance 
for wind turbine projects.

Many funding offers currently available come with very heavy 
surety requirements and usually have extremely harsh interest 
rates. In addition to this, many landowners are finding that 
even with planning approval, funding and a grid offer in 
place, the real difficulty lies not only in securing, installing and 
maintaining a wind turbine itself but also in getting a high 
quality Power Purchase Agreement and achieving Ofgem 
accreditation. 

From experience we can categorically say that the hard 
work really begins when you get to the point of wanting to 
purchase a turbine.

After going through an extensive period of due diligence, 
Wind NI is in the fortunate position of having secured private 
funding to build out its entire portfolio and therefore is not 
reliant on (nor subject to the risks of) any bank or venture 
capital trust.

£

Our relationship with the landowners from 
whom we lease sites is very important to us 
and we involve them every step of the way. 
Our Lease Agreements are for a minimum of 
25 years; therefore mutual agreement and 
understanding of all aspects of any potential 
development are vital to the success of 
the project. 

Wind NI’s leasing offers are not only very 
generous but also sensible, realistic and 
most importantly, achievable. If an offer or 
‘guarantee’ from an individual or company 
sounds too good to be true then it usually 
is. There are many reports from landowners 
across NI regarding young and un-established 
companies who have offered unrealistic terms 
in order to get landowners with approved 
sites to sign with them, but they may not have 
the correct financing or expertise in place to 
deliver the project. 

Consequently their ‘excellent’ rental terms may 
not materialise.

It is therefore important to ask the right 
questions and look for evidence for each 
answer given before signing up with any 
company. For example

• Has your company the expertise to gain 
planning approval? How many approvals do 
you currently have and how many failures?

• Can I speak with one of your signed up 
landowners to hear about their personal 
experiences in dealing with you?

• How many grid approved sites do you have? 

• Do you have the correct knowledge of the NIE 
grid system to be confident that you can get an 
unconditional grid offer for my site?

• How many turbines has your company 
actually installed and commissioned?

• Do you have the funding in place to deliver 
the project?

Victoria Colville (Dentist and landowner of 
Wind NI’s third commissioned turbine site):

“The time between my first meeting with 
Wind NI about this project and the turbine 
producing power was eighteen months which 
shows how well planned the project was. The 
Team at Wind NI kept me up to date during 
every stage of Planning, Grid Connection and 
Turbine Installation and there was virtually 
no disruption to our land. The turbine itself 
looks great and is performing even better than 
predicted. The quarterly rental payments that I 
receive are a very welcome boost to our 
family income!”

The Role of the Landowner



The time taken to construct 
and commission our 
operational projects has become 
shorter and the process more 
efficient with each successful installation. 

We have implemented an on-going review 
and analysis procedure regarding all aspects 
of turbine construction and operation to 
ensure that we are constantly achieving 
higher standards.

7 Sites
Fully Operational

Omagh

Coleraine

Cullybackey

Wind Turbines 
Currently In Operation



      

Markethill

Ballycarry

Dunloy

Ballymoney



We are now well into the build phase for Wind NI approved sites and our seventh 
wind turbine was successfully installed in County Antrim in November of this year. 

We are not tied to any particular turbine manufacturer. This gives us the freedom 
to use the best possible technology that is most suited to each particular site. 
Factors such as varying wind regimes and grid compliance and availability at 
different locations means one size does not fit all.

Another essential factor involved in successful wind turbine projects 
is having the required expertise and experience 
in all areas concerning the actual turbine itself; 
this encompasses everything from turbine 
installation to operation and maintenance. 
Selecting the right installation and O&M 
partner is crucial to the success of any wind 
turbine project. After several years of 
forward planning, Wind NI has 
each of these vital elements 
in place for its entire 
portfolio roll-out.

Our turbine installation 
programme continues…

Cloughmills – 250kw Project

Coleraine – 250kw Project

6 Sites
Under Construction

Ballyclare - 250kw Foundation

In Construction



      

For further information, or to discuss the
possibility of Wind NI developing a Wind 
Turbine on your land, contact us today by 
calling 0845 475 1001 or emailing: 
info@windni.com

In development...

60 sites and 
counting...

Carrickfergus - 225kw Project

Larne – 150kw Project

Dunloy II – 225kw Turbine



Wind NI welcomes 
    Stuart Hall on board!
We are delighted to welcome Stuart Hall to 
the Wind NI team. Stuart is the founder and 
former Managing Director of global renewable 
energy consultancy, Natural Power. He led 
the company to become a market leader in 
services to the development, construction and
operation of wind farm projects, growing it to 
a company with over 300 staff. 

During most of his 16 years with the company, 
he was the technical director, responsible for 
developing all the tools, methods and key 
pioneering products that allowed Natural 
Power to grow into a global force in the wind 
power consultancy sector. This included not 
only analysing the performance of thousands 
of wind turbines in the UK and internationally 
but also strategic management advice, 
business planning, technical and general 

support to financing projects, operational 
analysis and extensive levels of wind project 
due diligence.

 Stuart’s addition to the Board of Directors has 
occurred at a crucial time for our company. His 
decision to join Wind NI is both very exciting 
and an extremely significant milestone in our 
development. 

Stuart’s calibre and vast wealth of experience 
and knowledge of the wind industry has made 
the Wind NI Team complete and ensures we 
now have an abundance of expertise in every 
aspect of wind turbine project development. 
This will ensure the successful build out and 
strategic management of our entire portfolio of 
wind turbine developments over the coming 
months and years.

Fatih Birol, Chief Economist at the 
International Energy Agency, one of the 
world’s foremost authorities on energy 
economics, warned that putting off 
renewable energy investment because 
of the financial crisis and recession was “a 
false economy”. 

Many countries have scaled back their 

investment in low-carbon energy – the UK, 
Spain and Germany have slashed support 
for renewables, for instance. 

But Birol’s analysis shows that for every $1 
that countries do not spend on cleaner 
fuel, they will have to spend $4.3 within 
the next two decades to make up, for their 
reliance on fossil fuels.

Dangers of reducing Government renewable 
energy investment

For every $1 that countries 
do not spend on cleaner 
fuel, they will have to spend 
$4.3 within the next two 
decades to make up, for 
their reliance on fossil fuels.

In the News
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